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stones and timbers should betoken the sincerity and fervor of their con- 
secration. 



17. — A Biographical Dictionary : comprising a Summary Account of 
the Lives of the Most Distinguished Persons of all Ages, Nations, 
and Professions; including more than Two Thousand Articles of 
American Biography. By the Rev. John L. Blake, D. D. 
Thirteenth Edition. Philadelphia : H. Cowperthwait & Co. 1856. 
8vo. pp. 1366. 

It tells much for this work to say that its first edition appeared in 
1835, and that the perfecting of it has been an object ever since held 
constantly in view by the author. Less attractive in form than the Ap- 
pletons' Cyclopsedia of Biography, and with less full and satisfactory ar- 
ticles on a few great names of every age, it has greatly the advantage of 
that work in proportion and completeness. Where that furnishes only 
the dates of birth and death, with an abbreviation sometimes ambiguous 
to denote the profession, this gives of the less important subjects all that 
for ordinary purposes of reference we need and seek. That, with its 
defects, has merits which send us often to its columns ; this, could we 
have but one, we should prefer for a table-book. We have consulted 
it especially under German and American titles, and in both it seems 
t6 us rich and full beyond any other similar work within our knowl- 
edge. As to the American portion, we can bear testimony to the 
author's painstaking fidelity in seeking accurate information from first- 
hand authorities ; and we doubt not that he has exercised equal dili- 
gence in the compilation of materials from other sources. 



18. — The Life and Recollections of John Howland, late President of 
the Rhode Island Historical Society. By Edwin M. Stone. Prov- 
idence : George H. Whitney. 1857. 12mo. pp. 348. 

John Howland was born in 1757, and died in 1854. A native of 
Newport, he went to Providence in early boyhood as a barber's ap- 
prentice, and, with an interval of service in the army of the Revolu- 
tion, he was a resident of that city for the remainder of his life. For 
many years he practised and adorned the profession to which he had 
been trained, and before he abandoned it he had become one of the 
most influential of citizens, a learned antiquary, an elegant writer, and 
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a leading member of the various associations of his adopted city and 
his native State. The Master's degree conferred upon him by Brown 
University in 1835 was fairly his due thirty years earlier. He is the 
acknowledged father of the public school system of Rhode Island, and 
was for many years engaged in the supervision of the public schools of 
Providence. He was identified, as a prime mover or as an energetic 
helper, with every public institution and benevolent enterprise that 
originated in the city, from his early manhood to his late old age. His 
public addresses were many, and of a high order of excellence. His 
diaries were minute and copious, comprehending much of the else un- 
written history of Rhode Island, and many interesting details of his 
military service and experience. He was withal a consistent and de- 
vout Christian, for many years officiated as Deacon of the First Con- 
gregational Church, and honored this sacred function by a life of emi- 
nent purity and sanctity. Mr. Stone has done his work well and 
faithfully, and has prepared a biography which, with that of Amos 
Lawrence, we should rejoice to put into the hands of every young man 
in the land, as an exhibition of the power of self-culture, integrity, and 
piety to supplement the deficiencies of early training, to develop true 
greatness of soul and character, and to convert obstacles into helps, 
disadvantages into privileges. 



19. — Memoirs of Washington. By Mrs. C. M. Kirkxand. With 
Illustrations. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1857. 12mo. 
pp. 517. 

This -work is specially dedicated by the author to young readers ; 
but many of every age will, we apprehend, enjoy it more than any 
other life of Washington. The only mark of its peculiar adaptation to 
those of tender years is the omission of many " details of battle and 
statesmanship, the cruelties of war and politics," and the insertion in 
their stead of numerous personal anecdotes, not a few of which now 
first see the light. The writer has succeeded better than any other 
biographer in vivifying the image and memory of Washington, and 
had the book been written by a member of his own family, it could 
hardly have furnished a more thoroughly lifelike exhibition of the 
great man. Mrs. Kirkland's skill and grace as a writer are too well 
known to need our praise. Suffice it to say, that she has never done 
herself more ample justice than now. 



